
 

Concerning the Service 
This service was designed for use in the home on Christmas Eve after the sun has set.  

The liturgy has been written so that various parts can be shared out among those 
present, don’t be afraid to let children read and lead! Each part is either meant to be 
read by a single person, or by all. And this is indicated with “One” or “All.” The “One” 
parts may be shared and a single leader is not required.  
 
This liturgy is appropriate for use via Zoom, FaceTime, or other video softwares, as a 
way to worship with others. 
 
While this service assumes a small gathering it can be done by an individual who 
while physically alone is nevertheless gathered in spirit with the rest of the church in 
their prayers and shared practice. In the liturgy, if you are alone you will be speaking 
on behalf of the One and the All.   
 
While loneliness may be an understandable personal struggle to you, this can also 
serve as a reminder of your fullness and God’s faithfulness.  In communion with God, 
you are-in your entirety-offered to God.  In liturgies, we are not alone.  Liturgies 
always draw us into the heart of God and into the Body of Christ.   
 
If you pray this liturgy alone, you enter into Mary’s isolation, and into the solitary 
watch of a shepherd alone with her flock. God is present with those who seek God’s 
presence in their solitude. So if you are the One and the All, know that God receives all 
of you-joys and challenges-and honors your solitude as the God who understands 
solitude. 
 
If an Advent wreath has been used in the household all four Advent candles should be 
lit, with an unlit Christ candle placed in its midst. 
 

Opening 
One We gather in the dark of winter, on this holy night to remember and to give 
thanks. For tonight, a new heaven and a near Earth are born. Tonight God puts on 
flesh and comes down to live as we live, to know our joys and our sorrows, and to 
adopt us as children of God. 
 
All  Peace to this house, and to all within. 
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Peace to the good world God has made. 
Peace to our hearts, and peace to our neighbors. 

 

Prayers & Intercessions 
One May God be with us tonight! 
All And may we remember that God is with us always. 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
One  Holy and loving God, tonight we pray for our world; that we might care for 
this beautiful and good Earth you have made as wise and gentle gardeners. Teach 
us to be discerning, patient, kind, and to be faithful partners with the whole of your 
creation; working together for the good of all beings. 
 
All  Strengthen us, and give us joy in doing your will. 
 
One Father and Mother of all we pray for peace among all people, for all those 
who are sick, lonely, sorrowful, or in any kind of trouble. Transform our hearts to 
care for all our neighbors and to love them as we love ourselves. 
 
All  Strengthen us, and give us joy in doing your will. 
 
One Creator and Maker of all, our hearts are heavy with loss. We pray for all who 
have died, and for those who mourn. We beseech your healing care on all those 
who are ill and your strength for those who care for them. Remember, Lord, those 
who are far from us this year and who we long to hold. Knit our hearts together in 
your heart while we must be separate. 
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All  Strengthen us, and stay with us in our grief. 
 

Acknowledging Loss 
One Tonight we are excited, and joyful; and we are lonely, and sad. Our lives are 
not as we thought they would be, our world is filled with danger and sickness. We 
are far from those we love, and long to hold in our arms. 
 
All We miss our friends, our families, our classmates, and colleagues. Our 
hearts are heavy even as we anticipate joy. 
 
One So many have died, Dear Lord, the loss unimaginable. We live in uncertain 
and unsettled times. Help us to feel our sorrow, our worry, and our anger. Help us 
to know that in the midst of loss and uncertainty you are our rock, a firm 
foundation, and a safe harbor. May we bring all that we are, and all that we 
experience to you. 
 
All We rest in you Lord. 
 
The Christ candle of the Advent wreath (if one is being used) is lit as the nativity 
lesson is read. 

The Reading 
Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
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This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 

Thanksgiving & Closing Prayer 
 
One Holy and loving God we give you thanks for this night, but especially for the 
birth of your only begotten Son, and for the yearly reminder that you loved us so 
that you set down your power, and came to live among us, as one of us. 
 
All  We thank you and praise you, Lord! 
 
One  Give us joyful hearts, and fill our homes with peace and our world with good 
will among all peoples. Bind up our hurts, and help us remember that you are 
always with us. Next year, may we be together in person, but if not may our hearts 
be united in you as they are on this holy night. Amen. 
 
A carol sing is an excellent way to end this service. Singing along with the radio or a 
playlist is entirely appropriate. 
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